  A Tale of Two Cities STUDY GUIDE
Write in complete sentences. May use pencil; however messiness will affect your grade. Use depth and be specific for your answers. Do not use vague/wasted words. Answer the questions on a separate loose-leaf paper. Students will turn-in study guides per Books – First, Second, Third
Book the First: “Recalled to Life”

Chapter 1:  The Period

1. Give an example of antithesis in the first paragraph.

2. What is the main point of the first paragraph?
3. What is foreshadowed in Dickens’ beginning this novel with a description of the period?
4. Who is governing England and France?

5. What are the social conditions in each country?

6. Give examples of personification.
7. What allusions does Dickens make to the approaching French Revolution?
Chapter 2: The Mail

1. What kind of atmosphere is created in this chapter?  

2. Why are the passengers so jumpy?

3. The mail coach is on the way to what English town?

4. What startles them?

5. What message is delivered to Mr. Jarvis Lorry?

6. What message does Mr. Lorry return?

7. How does Jerry react to the message?
8. What does Dickens achieve by his reference to The Captain and the fear and distrust of the travelers?
Chapter 3: The Night Shadows

1. Briefly summarize the meaning of the first paragraph.

2. How are we “night shadows” to each other?

3. What characters are haunted by the shadows?

4. What conversation haunts Mr. Lorry?
5. What effect does Dickens achieve with his occasional lapses into first-person narration?

6. Consider the message Mr. Lorry sends with Jerry Cruncher. What is revealed by the imaginary conversation Lorry keeps repeating in his mind?
Chapter 4: The Preparation
1. What are Mr. Lorry’s travel plans?

2. Give a physical description of Mr. Lorry.

3. Who is “Mam’selle”?

4. Give a physical description of Lucie Manette.

5. What shocking news does Lucie receive?

6. How does Lucie react to this news?

7. Describe the woman who intervenes between Mr. Lorry and Lucie.
8. Why won’t she cross the English Channel?

9. What hints are there in this chapter that Mr. Lorry’s secret mission resurrects some issues from his own past?

10. How do Dickens’ characters conform to the literary convention of his day?

Chapter 5: The Wine Shop
1. What accident illustrates the poverty of the people of St. Antonine?

2. What does the spilled wine symbolize?

3. What example of personification do you see in this chapter?

4. Who writes “blood” on the wall?

5. What does the wine shop owner do about it?

6. Describe Monsieur Defarge and Madame Defarge.

7. What signals are used by the peasant conspirators in the wine shop?

8. Where does M. Defarge lead Lucie and Mr. Lorry?
9. Why is Dr. Manette locked in the attic?

10. Describe Lucie’s first sighting of her father.

11. What effect does Dickens achieve with personification in this chapter? Show device and explain.

Chapter 6: The Shoemaker
1. Describe Dr. Manette’s mental condition.

2. Describe his physical condition.

3. What name does he answer to?

4. Describe Lucy’s first interaction with her father.

5. How is Dr. Manette confused upon seeing Lucy?

6. What activities are undertaken at the end of the chapter?

7. What is the unsolved issue at the end of Book I?

8. How does Lucie begin to meet stereotypical expectations of an ideal woman?

9. What is significant about the Shoemaker’s name?

10. What makes the faintness of the Shoemaker’s voice so horrible?

Archetypes: Give 5 examples and explain them for each category.
 Character

 Symbol

Situation
Book the Second – “The Golden Thread”

Chapter 1: Five Years Later

1. What is the setting?

2. In addition to Tellson’s Bank being quaintly old-fashioned, how is it dangerous?

3. Why is Jerry Cruncher angry at his wife?

4. Describe big and little Jerry Cruncher in front of Tellson’s Bank.

5. As Jerry, Sr., is called to deliver a message, what puzzles young Jerry?

Chapter 2: A Sight
1. What are Jerry’s instructions?

2. The man on trial is charged with treason.  What is the penalty?

3. What is the name of the defendant?  Describe his crime.

4. Why is the courtroom strewn with herbs?

5. Who, do you guess, are the older man and the young woman in the courtroom?

Chapter 3: A Disappointment
1. What do the blueflies represent?

2. What kind of character and testimony do John Barsad and Roger Cly have?
3. Where has Mr. Lorry seen the defendant before?

4. Describe Lucie’s testimony.

5. Describe Dr. Manette’s testimony.

6. What happens to cause eyewitness identification of Mr. Lorry and Dr. Manette to become uncertain?

7. What happens while the jury is deciding its verdict?

8. Describe Sydney Carton.

9. What happens to show that Mr. Carton was more attentive than he seems?

10. What is the verdict?

11. Describe the behavior of the blueflies now.

12. Identify the literary device used in “the baffled blueflies buzz.”

Chapter 4: Congratulatory
1. What is Dr. Manette’s condition?

2. What metaphor describes Lucie’s service to her father?

3. What traits does Mr. Stryver have?

4. At whom does Dr. Manette stare?

5. After the others leave the court, what proposal does Carton have for Darnay?

6. Describe the details of their dinner conversation.

7. What is the real reason for Carton’s dislike of Darnay?

8. Describe Sydney Carton at the end of this chapter. 
Chapter 5: The Jackal
1. What is Mr. Stryver’s reputation as a lawyer?

2. What is the relationship of the lion and the jackal in nature?

3. What is Sydney Carton’s role in Stryver’s law practice?

4. What is Stryver’s nickname for Sydney?
5. What does Sydney say when Stryver mentions Lucie Manette?

6. What do the last three paragraphs say about Sydney’s ambition?

Chapter 6: Hundreds of People

1. What is the setting?

2. How does Mr. Lorry often spend his Sundays?

3. What are some of the unusual features of Dr. Manette’s house?

4. Describe Mr. Lorry’s conversation with Miss Pross.

5. Who is the “only worthy man” for Lucie?

6. Does Dr. Manette refer to shoemaking or mention his oppressor?

7. What “hundreds of people” arrive?

8. What gives Miss Pross a “fit of the jerks”?

9. What story does Darnay tell that upsets Dr. Manette?

10. Explain the symbolism of the raindrops.

11. What does Lucie fantasize about the echoes of the footsteps?

Chapter 7: Monseigneur in Town
1. What is the setting now?

2. How many servants are required to serve Monseigneur’s chocolate?

3. How often does he make royal appearances?

4. What does “decadence” mean?  In what ways is the oligarchy decadent?

5. Describe the appearance of the royal courtiers.

6. After the show is over, who privately devotes Monseigneur to the devil?

7. What “accident” does this person’s coach have on it sway home to his estate?

8. Whose child is killed?

9. How does the Marquis react to the accident?

10. Who defies him?

11. What might Madame Defarge’s knitting symbolize?

Chapter 8: Monseigneur in the Country
1. How are the crops and peasants similar in the farming area of France?

2. Explain the symbolism of the sunset and the Marquis.

3. Why are the peasants so poor?

4. What does the mender of roads tell the Marquis?

5. Who is Gabelle?

6. What instructions are given to Gabelle?

7. What is the petition for the Marquis?

8. At the end of the chapter, what is the Marquis’ question?

Chapter 9: The Gorgon’s Head
1. What does the chateau have to do with the Gorgon?

2. What is the meaning of the Gorgon?

3. What does the Marquis see while eating?

4. Who is the visitor?

5. Describe the conversation between the two men.

6. What is Charles’s plan for the Marquis’ wealth?

7. What is the symbolic meaning of the red morning?

8. What shocking incident disturbs the quiet of the village?

9. Why is there one stone face too many at the chateau?

10. What is the message left on the hilt of the knife?

Chapter 10: Two Promises
1. How does Charles Darnay make his living?

2. What does Charles decide to do before telling Lucie of his love?
3. What is the setting of this chapter?

4. What is Dr. Manette’s promise to Charles?

5. Describe the promise Charles makes to Dr. Manette.

6. What evidence is there that Dr. Manette has had a great shock?

Chapter 11: A Companion Picture

1. What is the setting of this chapter?

2. What news does Stryver have? 

3. What is his advice to Carton?

4. Describe Carton’s reaction to the news that Stryver intends to marry Lucie.

5. What are Stryver’s reasons for his match with Lucie?

6. What final advice does Stryver give Sydney?
Chapter 12: The Fellow of Delicacy
1. What is the irony in the first sentence and chapter title?

2. Where does Stryver stop off on his way to Soho?
3. What is Lorry’s reaction to the news?

4. What are the three reasons why Lucie has to accept his offer?

5. Then, what advice does Lorry give to Stryver?

6. What arrangement is made?

7. Describe Stryver’s method of protecting his ego from harm.

Chapter 13: The Fellow of No Delicacy
1. How is the title of the chapter ironic?

2. Which character is the center of this chapter?

3. What is made apparent about Sydney in his private conversation with Lucie?

4. What is Sydney REALLY like?

Chapter 14: The Honest Tradesman
1. How does Jerry earn a little extra money, besides Tellson’s Bank?

2. Describe the funeral procession coming down the street.

3. Whose funeral is it?

4. What happens to one mourner on the hearse?

5. What are the plans of the mob?

6. Why doesn’t the funeral director stop them?

7. Where does Jerry stop on his way back to Tellson’s?
8. Where does Jerry tell his son that he is going that night?

9. Describe young Jerry’s adventure.
10. Explain: “He was joined by another disciple of Izaak Walton.”

11. What is the description of “fishing”?

12. What is Jerry’s reaction?

13. What awakens young Jerry the next morning?

14. On the way to work, what is Jerry’s reaction to being asked, “What’s a ‘Resurrection Man’?”

Chapter 15: Knitting
1. Describe the setting.

2. Where has M. Defarge been for the past three days?

3. Tell the road mender’s story of what happened to Gaspard for the murder of the Marquis.

4. What is the decision of the rough tribunal?

5. How and where is the register kept?

6. Why do the Defarges take the road mender to see the King and Queen?

Chapter 16: Still Knitting

1. How does Defarge get tipped off that a spy will visit the wine shop the next day?

2. What do Monsieur and Madame Defarge talk about when they are alone?

3. What is the warning signal that a spy has entered?

4. What is ironic about Madame Defarge talking with Barsad about the knitting?

5. How does Barsad try to trip them up?

6. What shocks M. Defarge?

7. What do they hope that destiny would prevent?

8. What is the meaning of the women sitting knitting in circles?  What does it portend?

Chapter 17: One Night
1. What do Lucie and her father talk about the night before her marriage?

2. Describe the marriage ceremony.

Chapter 18: Nine Days
1. What is going on as the chapter opens?

2. Describe Dr. Manette’s appearance. How do you account for this change?

3. What happens while Mr. Lorry goes to Tellson’s?

4. Name the two important decisions that Mr. Lorry makes.

5. Why does Mr. Lorry make plans to watch Dr. Manette constantly?

6. What is the only improvement in Dr. Manette?

Chapter 19: An Opinion
1. What changes occur on the morning of the tenth day?

2. How do Miss Pross and Mr. Lorry decide to act?
3. In the discussion about the relapse, does Lucie know? Is a relapse foreseen? 

4. What do they decide to get rid of? How is it destroyed?

Chapter 20: A Plea
1. Name two pleas of Sydney Carton.

2. What does Lucie ask of Darnay?

Chapter 21: Echoing Footsteps
1. Find an example of foreshadowing in this chapter.

2. In the passing time, what has happened to Lucie?  Describe her family.

3. Describe Carton’s visits.

4. What are the reactions of the children to Sydney’s visits?

5. Describe the changes in Stryver.

6. What does Stryver brag to his wife?

7. At this point, how old is little Lucie?

8. What is the metaphor used to describe France when we shift to that location?

9. What day is it?

10. Where does Defarge go once inside the Bastille?

11. What does Defarge seem to be looking for?

12. What happens to the prisoner’s governor?

13. How are the guards killed?

14. What reprisal is used?

Chapter 22: The Sea Still Rises
1. What is the time and place?

2. Describe Madame Defarge’s friend and lieutenant.

3. What is the news from M. Defarge?

4. How do they torture Foulon?

5. What will finally satisfy Mme. Defarge’s lust for revenge?

Chapter 23: Fire Rises
1. Who are the soldiers loyal to?

2. Describe the meeting of the torchman with the road mender.

3. What is tocsin?

4. What kind of help is there for fighting the fire?

5. Why do the villagers threaten Gabelle?

6. Is this an isolated incident? 

Chapter 24: Drawn to the Loadstone Rock
1. What is the loadstone?

2. What is the setting?

3. Where is the headquarters for emigrated French nobles? Why?

4. In Tellson’s, what is Darnay trying to persuade Mr. Lorry against doing?

5. What are Lorry’s plans?

6. Explain how the letter from Gabelle motivates Charles.

7. Does he feel it will be dangerous?

8. What message goes with Mr. Lorry?

9. What are the two letters?

Book the Third: “The Track of the Storm”

Chapter 1: In Secret
1. What is one obvious change in France in autumn of 1792?

2. What does Dickens add to the revolutionary motto?

3. What does Charles realize immediately after entering France?
4. How is Charles captured?

5. What new decree had been passed the day that Charles left England?

6. Where is Charles imprisoned upon reaching Paris?

7. Who takes Charles to La Force?

8. What does Charles ask of Defarge?

9. What is the “sharp female newly born”? What literary device does this represent?
10. Describe the prisoners and their behavior.

11. What are the prisoners’ reactions to “in secret”?

Chapter 2: The Grindstone
1. What is the setting? What is Mr. Lorry’s mood?

2. Describe the courtyard outside Tellson’s window and the grindstone.

3. Who surprises Lorry? Why are they there?

4. Why does Dr. Manette feel so confident?

5. Why does Lorry ask Lucie to leave the room?

6. Summarize the grindstone description.

7. What event is occurring in France at the time?

Chapter 3: The Shadow
1. Why does Mr. Lorry find lodging elsewhere for the Manettes?

2. What message does Defarge deliver to Mr. Lorry?

3. Why does Mme. Defarge go with Lorry and Defarge to tell Lucie the news about Charles?

4. What note does Lucie get?

5. What is Mme. Defarge’s reaction to Lucie’s joy?

Chapter 4: Calm in the Storm
1. Who is calm in the storm?

2. How long has Dr. Manette been gone?

3. Describe the damages done by the peasant revolutionaries.

4. What success does Dr. Manette have with Charles?

5. What is the role of the “sharp female newly born”?

Chapter 5: The Wood Sawyer
1. How long has Charles been in La Force?

2. How does Lucie arrange to be seen by Charles?

3. What was the wood sawyer’s previous occupation?

4. What does he call his saw?

5. What scares Lucie?

6. Who calms Lucie?  How?

7. Who upsets her?  How?

8. What good news is there at the end of the chapter?

Chapter 6: Triumph
1. What is the evening paper at La Force?

2. What subconscious death wish can you find?  What does the power of suggestion do?

3. Describe the courtroom proceedings.

4. Describe Charles’s return to his family.

5. How is the doctor recompensed for his suffering?

Chapter 7: A Knock at the Door
1. What, according to the law, must be placed on the door of every house?

2. How is the shopping done for the household?

3. What does Miss Pross call the French language?

4. How does she do her bargaining?

5. Explain Miss Pross’s questions to Dr. Manette.

6. Show how Dickens builds the mood for the “knock at the door.”

7. Who enters the house? What do they want?

8. Who accuses Darnay?  What mystery is introduced here?

Chapter 8: A Hand at Cards
1. Where does the shopping of Miss Pross and Jerry take them?

2. Whom does Miss Pross run into in the wine shop?

3. Why is Jerry shocked?

4. What is Solomon Pross doing in France?

5. Is he surprised to see her?

6. What does Cruncher ask Solomon?

7. What is the “sheep of the prisons”?

8. Who is Solomon?

9. Why is Barsad obliged to talk with Carton at Tellson’s Bank?

10. Where does Miss Pross go? 

11. What news does Carton bring Lorry?  How does he know?

12. Where does Carton introduce the game at cards he intends to play with Barsad?

13. What is Carton’s ace? What kind of hand does Barsad have?

14. What is Carton’s next high card?

15. How does Barsad react? What about Cruncher?

16. Summarize Sydney’s hand.

17. Where does Carton tell Barsad what he wants from him?

Chapter 9: The Game Made
1. How does Cruncher act in front of Mr. Lorry?

2. What does Cruncher promise to do if Mr. Lorry keeps his secret?

3. How does Carton reveal himself to Lorry as a sensitive man?

4. Explain Lorry’s statement, “For as I draw closer and closer to the end, I travel in the circle nearer and nearer to the end.”

5. What does Carton tell Lorry he intends to do the next day?

6. Describe the beginnings of Carton’s resurrection.

7. Where does he go after that?  What does he buy?

8. Describe Sydney’s conversation with the wood sawyer.
9. How does Carton compare himself to an eddy in the river?
10. Where does Carton go in the morning?

11. Describe the trial proceedings.

12. How is Dr. Manette affected?

13. What had Defarge done at the Bastille when he entered the doctor’s cell?

Chapter 10: The Substance of the Shadow

1. When did the doctor write his paper?

2. How are the doctor’s services acquired by two strange men?

3. What is the initial of one of the gentlemen whose handkerchief tied down the screaming patient?

4. What is the patient screaming?

5. Who is the other patient?  Who has stabbed him?

6. What does the aristocrat’s brother do to the husband of the suffering woman?

7. What happens next?

8. What are the dying boy’s last words?

9. How is the doctor paid?

10. What does the doctor do to rectify the situation?

11. What lady visits the doctor’s house? What does she want?

12. Who is the three-year-old boy with her?

13. Who was Dr. Manette’s servant at the time?

14. Find Dr. Manette’s denouncement of Charles Darnay.

15. What is the vote of the jury?

Chapter 11: Dusk
1. Who lets Lucie embrace her husband one last time?

2. What does Charles say to his father-in-law?

3. Who helps Lucie when she faints?

4. What does Carton say to an unconscious Lucie?

5. What arrangement does Carton make with Dr. Manette?

6. What do both Carton and Lorry know of Dr. Manette’s likelihood of success?

Chapter 12: Darkness
1. How do the Defarges react to seeing Carton in their shop?

2. What implications does Mme. Defarge make to explain her bitter desire for revenge?

3. Where does Carton go next?

4. How and when does Dr. Manette return?

5. What is he looking for as he enters?

6. What does Carton make Mr. Lorry promise to do?

7. What has Dr. Manette obtained for his family before his relapse?

8. How does Carton know Lucie is in danger of denunciation by Mme. Defarge?

9. Is mourning of guillotine victims permitted?  What is the punishment?

Chapter 13: Fifty-two
1. What is Charles thinking of in his last few hours?

2. To whom does he write letters? What are the contents?

3. At what time is he to be executed?

4. Who enters Darnay’s cell?

5. How does Carton manage to switch clothes with Darnay and get him carried out?

6. Who recognizes that Carton is taking Darnay’s place?

7. What is the setting of the next section?

8. Describe the inspection of their coach.  Who is following them?

Chapter 14: The Knitting Done
1. Where does Mme. Defarge hold her jury?

2. What is their verdict?

3. Where does Mme. Defarge decide to go and why?

4. Why is Miss Pross at the house?

5. What two vows does Cruncher make to Miss Pross at the moment?

6. Where is Jerry Cruncher when Mme. Defarge arrives?

7. Describe the confrontation between Mme. Defarge and Miss Pross.

8. What does Miss Pross do after Mme. Defarge falls dead?

9. What happens to Miss Pross as a result of the fight?

Chapter 15: The Footsteps Die Out Forever
1. Why does Dickens say that the revolution was certain to happen?

2. How does Carton act while riding on the tumbrel?

3. Who is knitting in front of the guillotine?

4. What is the procedure after each head is lost?

5. How does Carton act at the execution?

6. If Carton could write his thoughts at that moment, what would he write?
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