TP-CASTT
Title:
Ponder (think) the title before reading the poem

Paraphrase:

Translate the poem into your own words

Connotation
Complete the poem for meaning beyond





the literal

Attitude

Observe the speaker’s and poet’s 





attitude (tone)

Shifts


Note shifts in speakers and attitudes

Title:


Examine the title again, this time on an 





interpretive level

Theme


Determine what the poet is saying

Specific Summary Analysis of TP-CASTT
Title:

Ponder the title before reading the poem; predict what the poem may be “about”

Paraphrase:
Translate the poem into your own words.  Focus on one syntactical unit at a time, 



not necessarily on one line at a time.  Or write a sentence or two for each stanza 



of the poem.

Connotation:
Contemplate the poem for meaning beyond the literal.  What do the words mean 



beyond the obvious?  What are the implications, the hints, the suggestions of 



these particular word choices?

Devices:
Examine any and all poetic devices, focusing on how such devices contribute to the meaning, the effect, or both of the poem. (What is important is not that you can identify the poetic devices so much as that you can explain how the devices enhance meaning and effect.  Especially note anything that is repeated, either individual words or complete phrases.  Anything said more that once may be crucial to interpretation.


Common Poetic Devices

Alliteration - The repetition of initial consonant sounds.

Assonance - The repetition of vowel sounds.

Imagery - Words or phrases that appeal to any sense or any combination of senses.

Metaphor - A comparison between two objects with the intent of giving clearer meaning to one of them. Often forms of the "to be" verb are used, such as "is" or "was", to make the comparison.

Meter - The recurrence of a pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables.

Onomatopoeia - The use of words which imitate sound.

Personification - A figure of speech which endows inanimate objects with human traits or abilities.

Point-of-view - The author's point-of-view concentrates on the vantage point of the speaker, or "teller", of the story or poem.

· 1st person: the speaker is a character in the story or poem and tells it from his/her perspective (uses "I")

· 3rd person limited: the speaker is not part of the story, but tells about the other characters but limits information about what one character sees and feels. 

· 3rd person omniscient: the speaker is not part of the story, but is able to "know" and describe what all characters are thinking. 

Repetition - the repeating of words, phrases, lines, or stanzas.

Rhyme - The similarity of ending sounds existing between two words.

Rhyme scheme - The sequence in which the rhyme occurs. The first end sound is represented as the letter "a", the second is "b", etc. 

Simile - A comparison between two objects using a specific word or comparison such as "like", "as", or "than".

Stanza - a grouping of two or more lines of a poem in terms of length, metrical form, or rhyme scheme.

Attitude:
Observe both the speaker’s and the poet’s attitude (tone).  Diction, images, and 



details suggest the speaker’s attitude and contribute to understanding.
Shifts:

Rarely does a poet begin and end the poetic experience in the same place.  As is 

true of most of us, the poet’s understanding of an experience is a gradual realization, and the poem is a reflection of that epiphany.  Trace the changing feelings of the speaker from the beginning to the end, paying particular attention to the conclusion. To discover shifts, watch for the following:

· Key words:  but, yet, however, although (conjunctions)

· Punctuation:  dashes, periods, colons, ellipsis

· Stanza and/or Line divisions:
change in line or stanza length or both

· Irony:  sometimes irony hides shifts

· Effect of structure on meaning:  how the poem is “built”

· Changes in sound that may indicate changes in meaning

· Changes in diction:  slang to formal language, positive connotation to negative connotation

· The crux:  the one crucial part of the work that stands out, perhaps presenting the complete idea all by itself

Title:
Examine the title again, this time on an interpretive level

Theme:  In identifying theme, recognize the human experience, motivation, or condition suggested by the poem
