Section Five:  Jean Valjean
Book One “War Between Four Walls”

Morning of June 6, 1832
· Combeferre, Courfeyrac, and Enjolras urge those with families to leave

· They are willing to die a martyrs death

· Enjolras produces four national guard uniforms

· Five men are identified with families

· Valjean arrives and donates his national guard jacket

· Combeferre and Marius vouch for him

· Enjolras gives a speech regarding the nobility of their cause

· Javert is removed from the post and tied to a table

· The guardsmen roll a cannon into the street

· Gavroche arrives just as the militia start firing

· Shooting grape shot

· Valjean shoots the ties holding a mattress 

· He retrieves and places it where it will absorb the grape shot

Cosette at Home

· Cosette believes Valjean is still in bed

· Alternates between hope and despair of Marius’s return

· It has been three days since she saw him

· She does not know he is at the barricade

The Militia Raises the Stakes

· The militia bring in another cannon

· Enjolras orders return fire on the cannoneers

· Kills 2/3 of the cannoneers

· Depletes the barricade’s ammunition

Gavroche’s Heroism

· Gavroche grabs a basket 

· He goes out to fill the basket with the cartridges of the dead soldiers

· He magically evades the bullets for a time

· Answers each shot with a cocky rhyme

· He is eventually wounded and then killed

What to do with Javert?

· Last man alive is to shoot Javert

· Valjean requests permission to execute Javert

· Request is granted

· Valjean takes Javert over the low end of the barricade 

· Out of sight of the insurgents

· Valjean turns Javert loose

· He tells him where he is living and what his assumed name is

· Valjean fires a shot into the air so the insurgents will think the execution has been carried out
Thénardier’s Other Sons

· They wander in search of food in the Luxembourg

· A bourgeois father and small son are also in the park

· The boy has a large bun he doesn’t want

· Father sees the two starving children

· Does not occur to him to give them the bun

· Gives the bun to the swans

· This is the last time we see the two boys

The End of the Insurrection

· Everyone is killed except Enjolras, Marius, and Valjean

· Marius has multiple wounds

· The final assault drives them into the wine shop

· Marius does not make it inside

· Enjolras and Grantaire are killed

Valjean’s Heroism

· Valjean’s part in the battle has been:

· defending others

· carrying the wounded into the wine shop and dressing their wounds

· Marius is struck by a musket shot

· Valjean catches him

· Carries Marius into the sewers

· Valjean as the Christ-figure emerges again

· He watches over Marius and catches him as he falls

· He sees Marius as an enemy

· Desire to please Cosette overpowers his hatred

· He protects Marius because she loves him

Book Two “The Intestine of the Leviathan”
The Labyrinth

· The sewer system of Paris is a labyrinth

· Maze of tunnels

· Carries human waste to the rivers

· Serves as a hiding place for all who oppose the law

The Leviathan

· What is a Leviathan?

· The Leviathan was a large whale-like sea creature, who may have had 7 heads according to some legends. 

· According to "Isaiah 27:1", on the Day of Judgment the Lord will slay Leviathan

How is the sewer system a Leviathan?

Book Three “Mire, But Soul”

Escape into the Sewers

· Valjean makes his way through the sewer with Marius on his back

· He makes wise choices whenever he arrives at a crossroads

· He avoids the narrow passages

In Hot Pursuit

· Hugo takes us back to the surface to a chase scene

· Unnamed official figure (Javert) is in pursuit of a man dressed in rags (Thénardier)

· Both walk at a consistent pace

· Thénardier tries not to run

· Javert tries not to pursue

· Thénardier disappears through a grating  into the sewer

Negotiating the Sewers

· Returning to Marius and Valjean in the sewer, we find that he has arrived at the main sewer channel 

· “Belt Sewer”/“Grand Sewer”

· He correctly chooses the only direction that will lead to safety

·  Valjean must pass through a “fontis” or underground version of a quicksand pit before he will reach the exit. 

· Valjean nearly drowns, sinking in the mire and water up to his head 

· He reaches the opposite side of the sinkhole just in time.

· Beyond the mire, he runs into a wall, which forms a sharp angle with the continuing passage. 

· Upon entering that, he finds that he has reached the outlet

· It is covered with a locked grating

· He does not have the means to open it 

· He does not have the strength to break through.

· He sits in despair on the bank of the sewer 

· A man appears out of the darkness.

Thénardier: the gate keeper

· Thénardier assumes Valjean is an assassin

· Valjean recognizes Thénardier immediately

· The darkness and covering of filth enables him to keep his own identity a secret. 

· Thénardier offers to “go halves” in return for opening the gate.

· Valjean has only 30 francs in his pockets

· Thénardier takes it all.

· He also manages to tear a strip of cloth from Marius’ soggy jacket.

·  He thinks that he will someday discover the identity of the assassin and victim and 

· Perhaps he will use it to his own advantage.
Into Javert’s Waiting Grasp

· Instead of escaping, Valjean has emerged into the waiting grasp of Javert.

· Thénardier has taken advantage of Valjean to get Javert off his own trail 

· The ruse has worked. 

· Valjean surrenders willingly

· He asks that Marius be taken to his grandfather first. 

· Javert believes that Marius is dead or soon will be, but he does not refuse.

Valjean’s Last Requests

· After taking Marius home, Valjean asks one more favor

· To be permitted to go home for a moment.

· Javert grants this request also. 

· Valjean ascends the stairs to his room-

· He pauses at a landing to look out the window above the street. 

· To his amazement, Javert is gone.

Javert’s Confusion 

· Javert did not expect to be released at the barricade

· He was not prepared for Valjean to emerge from the sewer with Marius on his back

· As he is in control, he has no reason to deny Valjean a couple of requests

· The requests seem to be for the benefit of someone other than Valjean himself. 

· Yet, he now owes Valjean for his life. 

· In walking away, he has paid that debt.

