Section Five:  Jean Valjean
Book Eight:  “The Twilight Wane”

Visiting Cosette

· Valjean visits Cosette every evening staying downstairs in a basement room . 

· On the first night, she objects and questions his behavior,

· By the second night she is more subdued although not entirely happy about the situation.

· He asks her to call him Monsieur Jean rather than “Father” and he addresses her as “Madame.” 

· Thus he gradually puts distance between himself and her, breaking his own heart by degrees. 
Gradual Rejection
· Valjean’s visits become longer until one day he is silently “shown the door.” 
· He visits to find the fire extinguished in the fireplace and the room cold and dark.
· He and Cosette light the fire and the candles
· The next day, the fire is burning but the chairs are placed at the opposite end of the room. 
· The day after that, the chairs are gone. 
· Valjean stays only a few minutes and does not return although he takes a walk every evening and approaches just closely enough to see the house.
· He begins to waste away physically. 
Book Nine:  “Supreme Shadow, Supreme Dawn”

Marius’s Rejection
· Marius admits to himself that he was responsible for banishing Valjean from the Gillenormand home 
· He feels that his reasons were well founded.
· He attempts to locate the source of the money Valjean has left to Cosette
· He believes that he must restore it to its rightful owner. 

Nothing to Live For
· Valjean himself has stopped going to Cosette’s new home. 
· In fact, after one last trip to the street, he has taken to his bed.
· He does not get up and does not eat. 
· A doctor who visits him at the request of the portress says that “Valjean is a man who has lost a dear friend,” and that “people die from that.” 

A letter to Cosette
· One day Valjean drags himself out of bed and to his inkstand. 
· He begins to write a letter
· Explains where the money came from 
· How he had invented a new, cheaper way to make the popular jet baubles. 
· The weakness and despair of dying without ever seeing Cosette again forces him to pause in his writing. 
Thénardier
· Thénardier has arrived at the home of Gillenormand 
· He has directed a servant to carry a letter to Marius. 
· The letter claims a secret that will be of use to Marius. 
· He signs his name “Thénard” which Marius immediately suspects. 
· Thénardier is disguised, but soon gives himself away. 
· He tries to tell Marius that Valjean is a convict and assassin.
· Marius already knows these things and scoffs
Proving Marius Wrong
· Marius thinks Valjean robbed Monsieur Madeleine and assassinated Javert. Thénardier produces documents:
· Proves that Valjean was Madeleine
· Proves Javert was not assassinated but committed suicide.
The Missing Clue
· The murder that Thénardier has come to reveal is the one he thinks he saw in the sewer. 
· He produces the scrap of cloth he had torn from the coat of the presumed “dead man.” 
· Marius immediately recognizes the scrap and produces the coat itself. 
· He also realizes that Valjean was the one who saved his life and is deserving of gratitude and even veneration. 
Near Death
· Marius and Cosette go immediately to Valjean’s
· Cosette does not exactly understand what has happened.
· Valjean admits them and the three experience a reunion mixed with joy and sorrow. 
· Valjean revels in seeing them again and in knowing that they have “forgiven” him, but also insists that he is dying. 
· Marius realizes that there was never anything to forgive, but that, on the contrary, he owes everything to Valjean.

The End of Valjean
· The fulfillment of his last wish-
· Cosette and Marius would forgive him for his past—

· He is finally able to forgive himself.
· Reveals the secrets of jewelry making

· Gives Cosette the silver candlesticks

· Tells her to remember her mother

· Last request:

· Leaves 500 francs for the poor

· Buried in a grassy plot at the edge of the woods, 
· They put an unmarked stone over his grave. 

