Saint Denis
Book Nine:
“Where Are They Going”
· Jean Valjean, Marius and Monsieur Mabeuf are each brought to desperate situations

Jean Valjean

· In his watchful care, Valjean has seen Thénardier prowling in the quartiere

· He is afraid that the new vigilance of the police during this time of political unrest along with Thénardier’s snooping will eventually bring trouble for him

· He ponders the possibility of moving to England 

· He is not sure how he would obtain the passports and other required documents

· One night he goes into the garden and finds Marius’s address carved into the wall

· Suddenly an unidentified person tosses a paper at his feet

· The paper says “REMOVE”

Marius

· Marius wanders the street after the confrontation with his grandfather

· He finally collapses in his bed at 3:00 in the morning

· The following night he goes to visit Cosette

· He finds she is gone and the house is boarded up

· While grieving over his loss, he hears a voice similar to Eponine 

· The voice says “Your friends are expecting you at the barricade, in the Rue de la Chanvrerie.” (1027)

· He runs to the grating and sees what appeared to be a young man rapidly disappearing in the twilight.

Monsieur Mabeuf

· Mabeuf turned in Valjean’s purse to the police as a lost item

· He has gotten progressively poorer

· He is unable to pay his rent or buy food

· He sells his books until he is left with only one, his favorite

· His housekeeper falls ill 

· He sells his last book to buy medicine for her

· With nothing left to lose, he joins the populace who are on the verge of a series of simultaneous  “emeutes” (political uprisings)
Saint Denis
Book Ten:
“June 5th, 1832”

In this optional chapter, the first two sections discuss some ancient history of revolts and insurrections.  Insurrection is a more honorable term as it suggests an uprising for a legitimate cause

· In June of 1832, a person named Lamarque dies (of cholera)

· He was much beloved by the people

· This provides the impetus for another revolt

· During the funeral procession an incident takes place which results in three musket shots

· No one is quite sure what caused the shootings, but rumors circulate 

· The insurrection begins

· assemblies of leaderless crowds mill in the streets 

· random acts of violence against the police

· random acts of violence against houses and street lamps

· barricades spring up in a matter of hours throughout Paris

· Small groups of students (such as the members of the A B C), merchants, and working people arm themselves for the revolt
· Paris has endured numerous insurrections throughout her history, but this one of 1832 seems different

· The city seems afraid

· The militia fears the mourning on the part of the people will lead to violence and they take precautions

· Hugo discusses the social factors that made the insurrection inevitable

· He identifies two problems:  

· The first is the producing of wealth

· The second is the distributing of that wealth

· Revolution results when either problem is neglected

· At any rate, since 1830, discontent had been gradually building

· People met in backrooms and wine shops to discuss the government

· Read and wrote subversive pamphlets

· This is like the A B C

· People cried out against each other and rumors circulated of jobs that were neglected while the employees made cartridges

· The uprising is not thus the result of merely the A B C staging a daring student revolt, but a combination of discontent throughout Paris

· It was doomed to fail, however, because the people did not really have the numbers or the will to back the insurgents once the fighting started.

