Book Three:  “The House in the Rue Plumet”
This book is a flashback to details from Cosette’s perspective prior to the Gorbeau affair

Cosette and Valjean live in a small house in the Rue Plumet.  They have no neighbors, but the house has a garden in the back and another smaller workman’s cottage which adjoins a hidden winding path that meets another street nearly 1/3 of a mile away.

· Cosette has matured enough to realize that she is actually beautiful/pretty

· She begins to ask for clothes and other feminine articles.  

· This is also the time Marius sees a transformed Cosette at the Luxembourg.

· With nothing more than an exchange of glances, the two are “deeply” in love with one another

· Even though they have never spoken to one another 

· And don’t know one another’s name

· Parallels Romeo and Juliet

· Cosette begins to look for Marius on her frequent walks with her father, although she say nothing to her father

· After Valjean successfully traps Marius into revealing the object of his attentive glances, he and Cosette no longer walk in the Luxembourg

· Valjean continues the morning walks, but always in secluded and little know places

· While they are living in this house, Valjean has his confrontation with the Thénardiers.  

· Cosette has no comprehension of the meaning of his injury or of what has transpired with the people they had initially set out to help

· Her relationship with Valjean has deteriorated slightly as she is not happy but does not feel free to tell him why

· In fact, she hardly knows why herself

· Typical teen angst:  What is a daughter to do when she is in “love” and doesn’t know how to tell her father?

Book Four:  “Aid from Below May Be Aid From Above”

· Cosette takes care of Valjean when he returns home from his confrontation with the Thénardiers with a burn on his arm

· Remember this is what he did to show Thénardier and the bandits they had no power over him

· He languishes for with a fever for over a month

· Arm is probably infected

· Cosette nurses him back to heath

· This is part of being a dutiful daughter

· At his urging, she spends time walking alone in the walled garden behind the house

· Cosette seems happier and is content to nurse her father back to health

· Their relationship seems almost as secure as it once was

· Valjean is revealing in her attentions

“The Aid from Below and Above”

· Valjean also walks alone once he is recovered from his wound

· One day, an adventure takes place which is observed by little Gavroche

· Cast-off son of the Thénardiers

· Gavroche overhears a conversation between Monsieur (Father) Mabeuf and his housekeeper

· She complains about the overdue rent and lack of food

· A short time later another old man (Valjean) appears

· He is being followed by Montparnasse (one of the Patron-Minette)

· Valjean is unaware he is being followed

· Montparnasse attacks Valjean 

· However, Valjean is able to overpower Montparnasse

· Valjean gives Montparnasse a lengthy lecture

· He then gives him his purse of money

· Valjean comes across as unnecessarily generous at this point

· He is this way with everything and everyone except Cosette

· The bandit looks after his benefactor in shock

· Gavroche comes up behind him and steals the purse from his pocket

· Gavroche then takes the purse and throws it over the wall where it lands at the feet of Father Mabeuf

· Gavroche is a thief with a heart of gold

· Gavroche has good intentions

· He is unselfish in spite of his own destitute condition

· However, Mabeuf does not accept the gesture as the gift that Gavroche intended it to be

· Mabeuf takes the purse to the police as an item that has been lost

