Saint Denis and the Idyll of the Rue Plumet
Book One:  “A Few Pages of History” [optional reading]

· In this optional book, Hugo gives us an account of the House of Bourbon (French Monarchy) which led to the failure of the restoration government. 

·  The restoration failed because it failed to recognize the conquests and rights of the people, instead of interpreting them as “concessions” that the House of Bourbon could take away at will.  

· The restoration “denied sovereignty to the nation and liberty to the citizen.”  

· In other words, it denied to the nation what made it a nation and denied to the citizen what made him a citizen

Book Two:  “Eponine”

Hugo now connects us back to the action in the story

Remember when we last left Marius at the end of  Marius Book Eight:  “The Noxious Poor,” Hugo had brought all the major characters together for a final climactic scene. Fortunately for Jean Valjean, he was able to escape in the confusion and Javert was foiled again

Poor Marius! What a dilemma.  Here is the man (Thénardier) who rescued his father from certain death on the battlefield at Waterloo and he turns out to be a crook who is associated with the Patron-Minette.

· Marius moves out of the Gorbeau house and back into Courfeyrac’s room.

·  He wants to disassociate himself from the whole situation.

· He is afraid he might have to testify against Thénardier if Thénardier is brought to trial.

· This would go against his father’s last request

· Marius discovers that Thénardier has been arrested with the other robbers and is in solitary confinement.

· He begins to send Thénardier five francs per week

· This is a part of the debt he feels he owes on his father’s behalf

· The money is sent anonymously

· Marius’s main problem not is he does not know where the girl (Cosette) he loves lives.
· He does not know her real name

· He knows it is not Ursula

· He heard Thénardier call  her “the Lark”

· One day his wandering leads him across a field with one pond and a wooded area at one end, rather like a park

· Marius overhears another wanderer call it the “field of the lark”

· He resolves to return to it every day

Javert’s frustraton

· Javert is frustrated because he failed to catch both the victim of the Gorbeau affair and Montparnase.

· On the way to the prison, Claquesous also escapes

· Brujon is let out of solitary in the hopes he will talk, but he doesn’t

· Instead he manages to get notes to Eponine who waits for her father outside the prison

Eponine

· She is as street wise as her brother Gavroche

· She is capable of watching without being watched herself

· She hunts up Marius to tell him that she knows the address of “the girl”

· She leads him to the street where Cosette and Valjean are living

Poor Eponine! What an unlikely heroine she is.  Marius doesn’t even know she exists except to help him whenever he needs it.  Eponine is in love with Marius herself and does everything she can to please him, even finding the location of Cosette.  Marius is so mentally and emotionally wrapped up in his ideas of love for Cosette that he does not even notice Eponine’s pitiful attempts to get his attention

Marius’s obsession with Cosette is parallel to Jean Valjean’s except that Valjean who has a parent/child relationship with Cosette has more reason.

Valjean has a haunting sense that Marius is still in the picture somewhere.  His relationship with Cosette has become a little stifling.  One day he sees a chain gang passing by their house.  It is as if his past is catching up to him and will ultimately separate him from Cosette no matter what he does.

Remember his greatest fear in life, moreso than being caught by Javert, is being separated from Cosette.  She is his reason for living.

Think about their relationship

He is in his late 50s and she is 15 going on 16

Do fathers ever want to let their little girls grow up?

Is any boy ever “good enough” for his little girl?

What Cosette is going through and the feelings that both she and Valjean are experiencing are part of the natural growing up process.

