Run-On Sentences


[image: image1.wmf]A RUN-ON SENTENCE (sometimes called a "fused sentence") has at least two parts, either one of which can stand by itself (in other words, two independent clauses), but the two parts have been smooshed together instead of being properly connected.

Run-ons can happen for a number of reasons:

· Sometimes two complete thoughts are not separated by any punctuation at all. 

· It made her look really pale she wore it anyway. 

· Sometimes a new thought is only separated by a comma and begins with a pronoun. (pronouns: it, she, he, they) 

· It made her look really pale, she wore it anyway. 

· Sometimes a new thought is not separated by any punctuation and begins with a transitional phrase, like "however." 

· Melanie forgot to do her assignment however, the teacher didn't collect it. 

· Sometimes many thoughts are connected by the word "and" without punctuation. 

· Everybody was out for themselves and they couldn't care less about the other people around them. 

· Sometimes an idea is difficult to express and the thoughts come out in a confusing order. 
· The employers rewarded their employees unlike today in many cases the employer just doesn't care who he has working just as long as they are making him money. 

There are FOUR easy ways to fix a run-on sentence:

1.  Separate the ideas into two sentences with a period. 

· It made her look really pale. She wore it anyway. 

2. Separate the ideas with a semicolon. 

· It made her look really pale; she wore it anyway. 

3. Create a compound sentence: separate the two ideas with a comma and add a coordinating conjunction. 

· (coordinating conjunctions: and, but, so, yet, for, or, nor) 
· It made her look really pale, but she wore it anyway. 

4. Create a complex sentence: add a subordinating conjunction to one of the ideas to turn it into a dependent clause. 

· (subordinating conjunctions: because, although, if, when, after, while, until, before, since, as, unless, whereas) 

· Although it made her look really pale, she wore it anyway.  

