Poetic Terms

1. assonance- repetition of vowel sounds in stressed syllables (i.e., blackened    thrashing         hair).

2. consonance- repetition of similar consonant sounds at the end of words (i.e., forlorn corn is torn)

3. synecdoche- figure of speech where a part is used  refer to a whole ( i.e., “wheels” refers to “car”)

4. hyperbole- exaggeration for heightened effect or humor

5. personification- endow with human form or characteristics (intelligence, emotion, etc.)

6. symbolism- use of a concrete object to represent an abstract idea (i.e., rose ( love)

7. alliteration- repetition of initial identical consonant sounds or any vowel sounds in successive or closely associated syllables (esp. stressed syllables)

8. figurative language- intentional  departure from the normal order, construction , or meaning of a word

9. connotation- emotional implication or association of a word

10. denotation- basic, literal meaning of a word

11. tone- attitude toward the subject or audience implied in literary work

12. mood- emotional- intellectual attitude of author toward the subject

13. idiom- use of words peculiar to a given language; an expression that cannot be translated literally (i.e., “ it’s raining cats and dogs”)

14. meter- recurrence of rhythmic patterns established by regular occurrence of similar units of sound

15. stanza- grouping of verses in poetry 

16. verse- unit of poetry (usually a line)

17. metonymy- substitution of the name of an object closely related or associated with a word for the word itself

18. imagery- language that appeals to the senses and helps to create mental associations

19. simile- comparison between two seemingly unlike things by using a connective word such as “ like, as, than, or resembles

20.  metaphor- makes a comparison between two unlike things without using connective words

(can be direct or implied, and can be extended (developed over several lines or throughout a poem)

21. speaker- the voice that is speaking the lines of the poem ( not always an authorial voice)

22. rhyme- repetition of accented vowel sounds and all sounds following them in words that are close together in a poem

( can be at the end of a line (end rhyme) or within (internal rhyme)

( can be inexact ( slant, half, or imperfect rhymes)

