Les Misérables
Marius

Book Six:
“The Conjunction of Two Stars” 

· In spite of Courfeyrac’s advice and urging, Marius avoids the society of women.

· He has become very handsome and notices that the girls’ heads turn to look at him when he passes

· He thinks they are making fun of his shabby coat. 
· The only two women he does not avoid are his cleaning woman and a little girl who can be seen almost daily walking with her father in the Rue de l’Ouest. 
· The child is ugly in Marius’ opinion and is always disagreeably dressed in black.

· The man wears a blue coat with brilliant Quaker linen and has snow white hair.

· The couple attract the attention of several students who knick-name them “Mademoiselle Lanoire” and Monsieur Leblanc. 
· For several months, the demands of his tasks prevent him from going to the Luxembourg to walk. 
· He returns one day and sees the strange pair again, but the child has become a young woman. 
· Over a period of time, Marius and the girl exchange glances-and Marius falls head over heels in love. 
· The “father and daughter” are of course Valjean. 
· Gradually Marius summons the courage to walk close enough to be able to truly observe the girl. 
· Valjean however is just as observant. Suspecting the strange young man as No Good, Valjean deliberately leaves behind his handkerchief in an attempt to see if the young man will take it. 
· Marius mistakenly believes the handkerchief belongs to the girl. The initials “UF” on the border suggest to him that her name must be “Ursula.” 

· This is where Hugo is inserting his subtle use of humor

· Although Marius thinks he has been clever enough to prevent discovery, the man moves his and the girl’s sitting places close to the opposite end of the popular walking area and he begins to come without the girl on occasion. 
· However, Valjean is trying to see to just what extent Marius will follow. 
· When Marius approaches if Cosette is there and keeps a greater distance if it is just Valjean

· Valjean feels that he has caught Marius in the act of trying to flirt with Cosette.

· Soon Valjean and Cosette move away, and leave no forwarding address. 
· The two stars are of course Marius and Cosette. 
· Hugo includes a bit of the comic in the naivete of the two young people. 
· Marius pretends to look at a book but Valjean sees through the ruse. 
· Marius makes a fool of himself in his precautions against discovery which actually do more to reveal his intentions than if he had acted normally. 
· Cosette, too, is given an opportunity to play just a bit of the coquette. 
· Before Valjean brings the daily visits to a halt, Cosette makes a move by walking past Marius and catching his eye. 
· Cosette is becoming a young lady, is aware of her charms and has very little opportunity to deploy them. 
· The innocence of the two make their “affair” both childishly sweet and romantically precious. 

· The allusion is of course to Romeo and Juliet

· Marius, however, seems more clueless than Romeo ever was
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Book Seven: “Patron Minette” 
· We get a brief look at the dark side of Paris; 
· According to the narrator, “the only social peril is darkness.” 
· A quartet of bandits named Claquesous, Gueulemer, Babet, and Montparnasse rule the slums from 1830 to 1835. 
· These men call themselves the Patron-Minette and use a large variety of pseudonyms both to carry out their own crimes and to hire out their services to anyone who is willing to pay for a crime he or she wants committed. 
· The prime importance of this group is that Thénardier eventually uses their service and finally joins them. 

· The existence of the criminal element brings in a little more of the Parisian culture. 
· The criminal underworld horrified the people of Paris even as it intrigued them. Almost anyone could be a part of it due to the ease with which people could disguise themselves and take on multiple identities. 
· Certain individuals, however, seem to have developed a pattern which police began to recognize

· Individuals like Thénardier saw as an invitation for a life of profitable crime for themselves. 
· The idea of profit was an illusion however; Thénardier, once he has lost his business, never has anything else to show for himself. 
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Book Eight: “The Noxious Poor” 
· Marius spends his days wandering the streets in hope of finding his lost love. 
· One day he crosses paths with two young girls who are apparently running from the police. 
· They drop a packet containing letters to four different people. 
· The letters are written as if by different individuals, but were actually all written by the same person and are an attempt to extort money from various people in Paris. 
· The next day, one of the Jondrette girls comes to his door with a similar letter for him 
· Reveals it is her father who is using his daughters to swindle money out of anyone he thinks might be willing to part with a few sous. 
· Marius pities the girl and gives her 5 francs. 
· Marius is clueless to the fact that Eponine likes him

· He shys away from her in horror

· She tries to impress him by showing him she can read and write

· Writes a note:  The cognes are here (The Cops are here)

· This chapter and similar chapters highlight the tragic plight of many of the Parisian children. 

· In the poorest homes, the children in the house were little better off than those who took to the streets. 

· Furthermore, the children are naive and innocent, blaming no one for their plight

· Perhaps because they have not had much exposure to good parents. 

· The incident awakens Marius to the fact that he has neighbors to whom he as been oblivious even though the wall that separates the apartments conceals nothing but their appearance. 
· He begins to spy on them through a hole near the top of the wall where the plaster has fallen away. 
· The Jondrettes live in utter poverty and filth with no evidence of any kind of work. The two daughters are thin and all are dressed in rags. 
· While Marius watches, the oldest girl returns to announce that a last conquest has been successful and that a “philanthropist” of the church of St. Jacques has promised to come. 
· Jondrette makes preparations for the “philanthropists” arrival

· Breaks the only spare chair, 
· Puts out the fire, 
· Tells his wife to get into the bed and 
· Makes the younger girl break a window pane to let in the cold. 
· Of course, she cuts her hand as well, so he tears off a piece of his own ragged chemise to wrap her hand, making it look as though he cares dearly about her plight. 

· When the stranger arrives, Marius is amazed to see that it is Monsieur “Leblanc” accompanied by his daughter. 
· Jondrette puts on a great act and Leblanc responds with a promise of more money to be brought that night. 
· Marius is overcome with the “discovery” of his “Ursula,” but Jondrette has recognized Leblanc as the man who took away Cosette and the girl as Cosette. 
· He attempts to follow them home, but he is unsuccessful

· After returning, Marius encounters Eponine who is eager to please him

· He asks her to find Cosette’s address for him

· Jondrette is actually Thenardier, which Marius does not realize, although he perceives upon seeing Jondrette with some of the Patron- Minette criminals that a crime is being planned against Leblanc. 
· Determined to prevent a crime against the father of his beloved, Marius goes to the police where he tells his story to none other than Inspector Javert. 
· Javert provides Marius with a pair of small pistols and tells him to fire a signal after the criminals are well into their planned robbery of Leblanc. 
· Valjean returns without Cosette and is given a chair in the Jondrette apartment.

· Jondrette (Thénardier) makes a show of trying to sell a piece of “art” which is actually just an old tavern sign. 
· As Thénardier talks, 8 bandits enter the room one and two at a time. Suddenly Thénardier turns on Leblanc (Valjean) and announces his identity 
· He accuses Leblanc of being the man who stayed at his inn 8 years previous and “stole” a child they had called “the lark.” 
· Valjean remains cool, never raising his voice or acknowledging his identity.
· Once when Thénardier turns his back, Valjean almost escapes out the window. 
· He is then tied to the bed post. 
· Thénardier orders Valjean to write a letter which will be delivered to “the lark.” Thénardier wants 200,000 francs. 
· The girl will be kidnapped, but released once Thénardier has the money. 
· Valjean writes the letter as ordered but gives his name as Urbain Fabre, matching the letters on his handkerchief, and also provides a phony address. 
· The Thénardiess returns after going to the phony address and Valjean admits that he did it to buy time. 
· Then, having cleverly freed himself of all of his bonds except the one holding his foot, he grabs a hot poker from the fire and burns his own arm as a demonstration that there is nothing they can do to him to get information that he doesn’t want to give. 
· Thénardier pulls a knife with the intention of killing Valjean. 
· In the meantime, Marius has been paralyzed by the news that Jondrette is actually Thénardier. 
· Even though he can see the man is the embodiment of evil, he still feels the debt of his father’s life.
· He never fires the intended gun, but at the last moment he sees the letter which had been left behind by Eponine. 
· Marius wraps a bit of plaster in the paper and tosses it into the room through the hole. 
· Thénardier thinks the paper has come through the broken window and was tossed by Eponine who is on watch outside. 
· The bandits are suddenly obsessed with trying to get out though the window when Inspector Javert enters. 
· He rounds up the bandits, ducks a rock thrown by Thénardiess and handcuffs her.

· In the rush and confusion, Valjean escapes through the window. 
· At the end of the chapter Little Gavroche makes a brief appearance. 
· The reception he gets from his family is such that the child decides he is better off on the street. 

· For Marius, there is a sudden awakening. 
· He now knows the identity of the girl he is in love with as well as that of his neighbor.
· The escape of Valjean foreshadows a more disastrous clash in future chapters.

· Also, since Marius labors under a misguided sense of debt to Thénardier, we know that at some point he will do something to settle that debt. 
· Javert is further characterized as not only efficient, but also observant. 
· Although it is futile to pursue the “victim” of the robbery at this point, he realizes that the man who was being robbed most likely would have been a more interesting prize than the bandits themselves. 
· Javert does not know that “Leblanc” is actually Valjean.
· It is a curious point that Thénardier does not inform Javert at least as a possible means to vindicate himself. 

