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Literary Devices
Every discipline employs a special vocabulary; literary criticism is no exception. Literary analysis is based in part on the assumption that writing is a purposeful activity and that excellent literature – work of literary merit -- is not merely a happy accident. During the year I encourage you to familiarize yourself with some of the terminology that is used in literary abnalysis. To that end, you will be creating a glossary of literary devices that you encounter in your reading. Below I have included a list of a few of the many devices you will encounter while reading; you are in no way constrained to this list, it’s just there for your information – to give you a small sampling of the wonderful world of literary devices. There are hundreds of devices that writers employ; you will no doubt find a few that I have not yet discovered. 

allegory

alliteration 

allusion

ambiguity

analogy

anachronism

anaphora

aphorism
apostrophe
apotheosis 

antihero

archetype 

aside

assonance

ballad

bildungsroman

blank verse

carpe diem

cacophony 

caesura

catharsis

conceit

connotation

colloquial diction

comedy

connotation

comic relief
dramatic irony

dramatic monologue

elegy

ellipsis

epigraph

extended metaphor

farce

flashback

foil

foreshadowing
free verse

heroic couplet

hyperbole

iambic pentameter

imagery
litotes
malapropism

metonymy

metaphor

motif

myth

onomatopoeia

oxymoron

parable

paradox

parody

pathetic fallacy
pathos

personification
repetition 

rhetorical question
sarcasm

satire

shift

simile

soliloquy

stream of consciousness

symbol

synecdoche

synesthesia

syntax

tone

tragic flaw
verbal irony

Over the course of the semester you’ll be asked to complete a number of literary device entries. Generally speaking, I will give you a selection of devices* to choose from for each unit and a couple of your own choosing. Do NOT repeat a device. You will turn this assignment at the end of the unit. 

A Tale of Two Cities: six entries from the list BELOW from each Book, plus two of your choice from this list ABOVE for a total of 8 entries for each Book. Please include literary device, definition (in your own words), page, quote, and author’s purpose through “Function”. Example follows

1. Irony
2. Asyndeton

3. Parallelism
4. Archetype

5. Paradox
6. Motif

7. Doppleganger
8. Alliteration

*If there’s a device that you really want to use that is not on the selected list, come and see me to get approval before using. The list provides you with the most obvious literary devices that can be easily found and applied, so it’s definitely not all encompassing. 
How to “Function” Properly: The Three C’s

The FUNCTION discussion is, as you know, the most important part of your literary device. Unfortunately, it is also the most difficult (isn’t that just typical?). However, if you are certain to include the Three C’s in your function discussion, you will always find success.  
Every literary device function discussion needs to include:

1. Context : This sets up the text portion you are about to discuss. In other words, you need to BRIEFLY introduce the general circumstances in your example. 

2. Concept : What is the device that you are addressing? Use it in the present tense and use the active voice (i.e. “This symbolizes the...) when referring to the literary device. Make certain you discuss it directly.

3. Connection: Discuss in clear and specific terms exactly how the literary device contributes to the passage/poem/novel as a whole. In other words, how does the literary device reinforce what is occurring in the larger context. 

Remember that merely pointing out a literary device does not mean that you understand its effect on the passage as a whole. You have to be specific about its function. If you are certain to include the Three C’s, then you will be successful. 

Format for each device
Term:
  Definition of the literary device selected

Example:
  Quotation, cited in MLA style. This is followed by source, including title and author.

Function: 
Author’s purpose in employing this language resource at this point in the work.  How does this particular device enhance what the writer is conveying?  You may comment on theme, character, setting, or whatever else is important in explaining how this device functions in this particular instance.

Example
Symbol:
In the simplest sense, a symbol is anything that stands for or represents something else beyond it—often an idea conventionally associated with it.  The term symbolism refers to the use of symbols, or to a set of related symbols.

Example:
“Like him she was left-handed or she played chess with her left hand . . . He leaned forward and moved his bishop and mated her in four moves” (133).    McCarthy, All the Pretty Horses

Function: 
In his novel, McCarthy’s main character John Grady Cole falls in love with Alejandra, the hacendado’s beautiful daughter. As John Grady becomes increasingly serious about his relationship with Alajandra he arranges to meet with her godmother to ascertain what his chances are of his relationship with Alejandra receiving approval from the family. During this encounter John and the godmother play a game of chess. This chess game symbolizes the competition that they are in for Alejandra herself, representing the symbolic chess game between these two competing characters.  Although John Grady wins the first couple of games and seems to be well on his way to achieving his goal, in the end it is the godmother who triumphs.  This directly mirrors John Grady’s and the godmother’s lives: although John Grady wins Alejandra’s affections initially, in the end he loses her.  When he takes “her queen” (132) he is literally winning the chess match by taking the queen, but he is also on a symbolic level attempting to take the godmother’s true “queen,” Alejandra, who the godmother is determined to keep from suffering the same misfortunes she endured.  The lack of dialogue between the characters during the match further reinforces the quiet competition they are engaging in; one that is not violent but is indeed fierce.  The intellectual nature of the chess match also enhances the choice that Alejandra ultimately makes near the end of the novel: leaving John and opting instead for the security (and wealth) of her family. This choice reflects the cool and calculating logic of a chess match rather than the passion of the heart.

General Guidelines



     

I expect that you write with precision and depth of analysis. I also require that you adhere to standard guidelines for written English, which includes citing your sources using MLA format. Please review the following notes, and keep them in mind as you write your entries.

1. Citation: When you cite your quotes, remember to do the following:

a. Always include the page number when your source is a novel, the line number if it is a poem, and the act/scene/line number if it is a play. You must include the author and title of the piece within your discussion.

b. Put quotation marks around the entire quote, but not around the citation, and put the period outside of the citation.

c. Always imbed your quotes within your function discussion, making sure that the sentence into which you integrated your quote is grammatically correct. If you need to change the case of a letter, do so by using brackets.

d. Only use ellipses when omitting words from the middle of a quote, not at the beginning or the end of a quote.

Examples: 

This is what your example quote would look like. Notice the correct citation, and the brackets around the letter with the case change

“[T]he forest stood up spectrally in the moonlight” (95).

This is how that same quote could be imbedded in the function discussion. The author (McCarty) and the title of the work (All the Pretty Horses) would have already been mentioned in the ‘example.

The descriptions of nature often belie the sinister quality Marlow attributes to the natural world. At one point, he observes that “the forest stood up spectrally in the moonlight” creating….. (95).

2. Function Discussion: Remember to keep the “Three C’s” -- Context, Concept, Connection-- in mind when you write your function discussion. Submissions that do not discuss each of these areas will not receive full credit.

3. Using Text From the Quote: Whenever possible, remember to use text (even pieces-parts) from your example/quote in your function discussion. 
I want to once again stress the significance of this assignment. It is in some ways the heart of our study of style analysis. 

Grading for Literary Device Submissions

My goal is to provide feedback that is meaningful to you without spending hours poring over each set of device submissions. I will use the following numeric grading system and tell you what the numbers mean ahead of time instead of proving written feedback. It puts more responsibility on you.
The Basics
Each device is worth a possible 5 points, broken down the following way:

1 point for the correct definition of the device

1 point for the example, provided it actually is an example of the device

3 points for the function discussion (1 for the context, 1 for the concept, 1 for the connection)

Grading Decoded

0 = The device or example is not correct. This signals to you that the device and the example do not match, or that the definition is incorrect. You need to find out what the problem is in order to understand it.

70 = Device and example were correct, but the function discussion was not adequate.
80 / 90 = Device and example were correct, but only 1 or 2 or the 3 points required in the function discussion were addressed. You need to figure out which point(s) is/are missing.
100 = Bravo!


