Fantine Book Three:  “In the Year 1817”
The purpose of this book is to introduce the character of Fantine

The book starts off with a description of events and facts happening in 1817

· We have four young men from well-to-do families in the country surrounding Paris

· The four men studied in Paris

· They were referred to as Oscars

· Each of the men had a mistress

· Felix Tholomyès—Fantine (“the blonde”)

· Listolier—Dahlia

· Fameuil—Zephine

· Blacheville—Favourite

· The four young women were the mistresses of the young men

· Dahlia, Zephine, and Favourite are more experienced than Fantine in the “ways of love”

· This is Fantine’s first “affair”

· The women would not be considered “respectable” by society

· One step up from a prostitute on the street

· Double standard in French Society

· It was acceptable for a man for a man to have a mistress

· It was unacceptable for a woman to be a mistress

· The other women do not “love” the men they are with

· They are with the men because the men support them

· Pay their rent

· Buy them clothes

· Give them spending money

· Buy food

· Fantine is in love with Tholomyès

· “To him, it was an amour; to her a passion.” (127) (To him it was an affair but to her it was love)

· Tholomyès was the oldest of the young men

· Age 30

· The leader

· After the young men have tired of the women, Tholomyès decides they will “surprise” the women by dumping them

Description of  Fantine 


She had gold and pearls for her dowry; but the gold was on her head and the pearls in her 


mouth.” (127)


130-132  Hugo describes Fantine in detail—discusses her in goddess-like terms


This illustrates her innocence

Bombarda’s

· This is the restaurant where the men abandon the women

· Tholomyès gives them advice during dinner

· The men leave the restaurant

· They leave a letter which is given to the women about an hour after the men have left

· Fantine pretends to laugh it off like the others, but inside she is devastated

· Fantine has a child with Tholomyès

· At the time Tholomyès leaves her, their daughter Cosette  (Euphrasie) is about a year or so old

· This is socially unacceptable

Fantine Book Four:  “To Trust is Sometimes to Surrender”

Setting 1818
Montfermeil (a small town outside Paris)

The Sergeant of Waterloo—A Tavern/Inn run by Monsieur Thénardier

The Thénardier family consists of Monsieur Thénardier his wife Madame Thénardier, their two daughters Eponine and Azelma (In the next section the Thénardiers have a son and then two more sons in another section of the novel).
Fantine’s Dilemma

· Fantine and her daughter Cosette travel to Montfermeil on their way to Montreuil sur Mer

· Fantine is originally from Montreuil sur Mer and believes she might find work there

· However, she has no work skills

· Fantine had tried to contact Tholomyès, but he never responded

· Fantine is illiterate

· Fantine is posing as a widow whose husband was killed in the war  

· She is returning to her hometown to seek work; however, she cannot find work because she has a child

· Fantine sees Madame Thénardier playing with her daughters outside the Inn

· After visiting with her, she asks the Thénardiers to take care of Cosette for her

· They agree upon an amount Fantine will pay them now and what she will send per month

· Why would she leave her child with total strangers?

What is Hugo’s attitude toward the Thénardiers? Reread the paragraphs on pages 157-158

Cosette’s Plight

· The Thénardiers do not treat Cosette very well

· She is treated as if she was a servant (remember she is only around 3 years old)

· Any money they receive from Fantine never goes to Cosette’s care

· She is treated like an animal

· The people in the town call her the lark 

· Why is this ironic?

· People in the town do not know the Thénardiers are being paid to take care of Cosette

· They believe Cosette was abandoned by her mother and the Théndariers have taken her in out of the kindness of their hearts

· This gives the Thénardiers a certain amount of respectability in the community

· There will come a time when Fantine falls behind in her payments

· What do you think will happen to Cosette

· How is Cosette a Cinderella character?

