Les Misérables:  
Fantine:  Book Six
“Javert”
· Monsieur Madeleine enlists the help of a couple of nuns to take care of Fantine who is very ill

· Near death

· Meanwhile, he tries to send for Cosette, but the Thénardiers only respond with demands for more money

· Why didn’t he just go get her at this point?

· Javert comes to Madeleine’s office and tries to resign his position as Prefect of Police

· Confesses that he had written to the Prefecture of Police in Paris to denounce Madeleine as Jean Valjean

· A convict who had broken his parole

· The Prefecture told Javert that Valjean had been recaptured

· A man by the name of Champmathieu has been arrested and identified as JVj

· Identified by three convicts from Toulon

· Champmathieu of course denies ever having been in the galleys at Toulon

· He was a pruner from Faverolles 30 years ago

· Eventually ends up in Auvergne

· Javert offers a reasonable explanation of how Valjean can become Champmathieu
· Valjean’s baptismal name is Jean

· His mother’s family name is Mathieu

· Nothing could be more natural upon leaving prison than to take his mother’s family name for a disguise

· Therefore he would be called Jean Mathieu

· He goes to Auvergne

· The pronunciation of that region changes Jean to Chan

· He then becomes Chan Mathieu

· Our man adopts it and now you have him transformed to Champmathieu (209)
· Imagine JVj’s shock and amazement at this startling news

· This could be his way out

· If this man is convicted as him, he could live out his life in peace w/o constantly looking over his shoulder

· This poses a dilemma for JVj

· Javert is a good and dependable police officer

· He is not an evil character event though his hounding of JVj would make him seem so

· To him, the law is an answer for everything and must be obeyed to the letter

· His perception of his own failure leads him to think that he is not good enough for the law

· Therefore, he tries to tender his resignation

· Madeleine sees the fallacy in Javert’s thinking

· He also knows that Javert had correctly identified him

· Madeleine refuses to accept Javert’s resignation

· Perhaps the best way for JVj to stay tuned to Javert’s actions was to keep him in a position where his decisions would at least be transparent

· What is JVj to do?

· What a dilemma! (starting to sound like a soap opera, isn’t it?)

