Les Misérables 
Fantine

Book 8:  “CounterStroke”
· Valjean returns from Arras to Fantine’s bedside

· He lies to her

· Tells her Cosette is with him

· Fantine is not well enough to see her

· Why does he lie?

· Fantine hallucinates when she hears a child laughing in the courtyard

· She believes it is Cosette

· Remember—Javert had left the courtroom after his testimony 

· Before Madeleine makes his confession that he is Valjean

· A courier brings him the order of arrest for Madeliene/Valjean

· “Inspector Javert will seize the body of Sieru Madeleine, Mayor of M----- sur M----- (Montreuil sur Mer), who has this day been identified in court as the discharged convict Jean Valjean?”

· What do you think is going through Javert’s mind at this time?

Read the following description of Javert, once he receives this news:

“One who did not know Javert, on seeing him as he entered the hall of the infirmary, could have divined nothing of what was going on, and would have thought his manner the most natural imaginable.  He was cool, calm, grave; his grey hair lay perfectly smooth over his temples, and he had ascended the stairway with his customary deliberation.  But one who knew him thoroughly and examined him with attention, would have shuddered.  The buckle of his leather cravat, instead of being on the back of his neck, was under his left ear.  This denoted an unheard of agitation.
Javert was a complete character without a wrinkle in his duty or his uniform, methodical with villains, rigid with the buttons of his coat.

For him to misplace the buckle of his cravat, he must have received one of those shocks which may well be the earthquakes of the soul.” (291)

· What is the significance of the buckle being in the wrong place?  How is Javert as “buttoned up” as his uniform?

· What does Hugo mean by the earthquake of the soul?

· When Javert enters the hospital room, Hugo states, “It [Javert’s face] was the face of a demon who had again found his victim.” (292)

· “The satisfaction of Javert shone forth in his commanding attitude. The deformity of his triumph spread over his narrow forehead.  It was the fullest development of horror that a gratified face can show.” (292)

· What is Javert’s attitude towards Valjean at this time?

· Javert enters and Fantine believes he has come to arrest her
· Shows her fear of the law

· Javert tells Valjean to “hurry along” and grabs him by the collar

· Fantine is shocked and confused

· Javert exclaims, “There is not Monsieur the Mayor here any longer!” (294)

· Madeleine begs Javert to let him go get Fantine’s child. He tells Javert that Javert can even accompany him. 

· Javert believes Valjean is mocking him


· He believes that Valjean will escape

· The shock of Javert’s statements causes Fantine to go into convulsions and she strikes her head on the back of the bed and died

· Valjean accuses Javert of causing her death

· Valjean take a fire iron and threatens Javert with it

· Valjean speaks gently to her, arranges her head on the pillow, and then gives himself up to Javert
· Valjean is placed in the city jail

· Within two hours of hearing the news, all of Montreuil sur Mer except dor three or four loyal friends turn their backs on Madeliene

· They forget all the good he has done for the town

· Valjean escapes from jail by breaking a bar out of the window and returns to his room

· He leaves instructions for Fantine’s burial

· He leaves money to repay Petit Gervais

· Packs up his belongings

· Candlesticks

· Tells his housekeeper Sister Simplice not to let anyone know he was there

· She has a reputation of never having told a lie

· Why would she lie for Valjean?

· Hugo leaves the reader hanging at this point

· There is a substantial time lag in the life of Valjean after this chapter

· Whether he surrenders or is captured, we as the reader are never told

· Where does Valjean go?

· What happens to all his money in the bank?

· It is now July of 1823

· In the next section, Cosette, he is captured and imprisoned for about five years

