Les Misérables
Cosette

  Book One:  “Waterloo”
The first eighteen chapters are spent summarizing the rise and fall of Napoleon.  Hugo spends much time describing the battlefield at Waterloo (it kind of looks like a gigantic A).  If you are a big history buff, you might want to spend time reading these eighteen chapters; if not, you may skip ahead to chapter nineteen.

Chapter Nineteen “The Battlefield at Night”

This chapter is important because it establishes the connection between two characters who are important a bit later on in the novel:


Thénardier and Georges Pontmercy

It is June 18, 1815  (again we flash back)

· We are brought back into the story at the point when the battle is over and mauraders are looting the bodies.

· One looter happens to be Thénardier

· He spots a ring on a hand under the pile of dead cavalry men

· His actions are described as those of a jackal

· This is an animal of prey

· Based on what we know so far about Thénardier, how appropriate is Hugo’s description?

· The body is alive so Thénardier pulls him out from under the pile of dead bodies

· The fallen soldier thinks Thénardier has intentionally saved his life

· He gives his name as Pontmercy

· He tells Thénardier he will remember Thénardier’s name

Book Two:  “The Ship Orion”

Hugo now reconnects us to the main plotline of the novel

· Jean Valjean, when we last left him, had escaped from the city jail and Javert

· He managed to make it to the bank withdrew all his money and hid it

· It is now July 1823

· An account of the story has been reported in the paper in Paris

· He has been recaptured, stool trial, and condemned to death 
· Again look at what Hugo is pointing out about the justice system

· Based on his work in Montrieul su Mer as Monsieur Madeliene, the King commutes his sentence to life in prison at hard labor

· Again, does the punishment fit the crime

· When Valjean arrives back at prison, he requests a change in his prisoner number from 24601

· He becomes prisoner #9430

· What is the significance of this action

Note:  Without JVj to run things, both factories close and Montrieul sur Mer reverts back to the way it was before his arrival

We now jump to October 1823

· The Orion is a battleship in port for repairs

· What is the significance of the name Orion?

· Orion is a constellation

· JVj chain gang is brought to work on the ship

· It then jumps to November 1823

· A man gets caught in the topsail

· JVj convinces the guard to break his chains so he can go rescue the man

· The chain breaks easily (hmmm. . . )

· JVj saves the man, but on the way down JVj falls and drops into the sea

· A search is made

· No body is found

· November 17, 1823, Toulon Journal

· “Yesterday a convict at work on board the Orion, on return from rescuing a sailor, fell into the sea, and was drowned.  His body was not recovered.  It is presumed that it has been caught under the piles at the pierhead of the arsenal. This man was registered by the number 9430, and his name was Jean Valjean.”
· This means JVj is declared “legally” dead

· What do you think happened?

· Do you think if Javert read this report he would believe JVj is dead?

Book Three:
“Fulfillment of the Promise Made to the Departed”

What does the title mean?

Hugo now brings us up to date on what has been happening with Cosette

It is Christmas 1823

We receive and image of the Thénardiers

Why does Hugo continue to present them in an unfavorable light?

· Madame Thénardier is a gigantic woman

· Hugo gives a description of her on page 378

· His description of her is definitely unfavorable

· He makes her into a creature of nightmare for poor little Cosette

· Monsieur Thénardier is the boss of the home even though his wife outweighs him and gives the appearance of having control

· A detailed description of him is found on page 379-380

· He is a swindler whose primary goal is to get rich

Contrast this to how these two characters are presented in the Les Misérables in Concert video.  What is their function in the musical play?  Why did Boubil and Schönberg change them?

Cosette is a typical Cinderella character

· In the years she has lived with the Thénardiers, she has been treated as a servant

· She is an orphan

· Eponine (ponine) and Azelma (zelma) are like the two evil stepsisters

· Follow the example set forth by their mother

· Madame Thénardier is like the evil stepmother who abuses her at every turn

· Not only has she been mentally abused, she has a number of bruises on her body that indicate physical abuse

· She is dressed in rags

· She sleeps by the fireplace

· She is forced to go out into the black night to fetch water

· A task which requires her to enter the woods carrying a heavy bucket

· Madame Thénardier is referred to as the Thénardiess (female of the species)

· She gives Cosette a 15 sous piece and tells her to get a loaf of bread on her way back from getting the water

· Terrified of the night, but even more terrified of the Thénardiess, Cosette goes after the water and bread

· She stops for a moment to admire a doll in one of the shopping booths

· She hurries on at a threat from the Thénardiess

· In trying to get water from the well, Cosette drops the coin

· In attempting to retrieve it, she meets a stranger in the woods who is kind to her
· Why is she not afraid of the stranger?

· The stranger carries the bucket back to the inn

· Who is this mysterious stranger?

· Is this her “Prince Charming”?

Well of course it is JVj!

· JVj is appalled at Cosette’s living conditions and the conditions at the inn

· Even though he is dressed poorly, his stature and manner gives Thénardier the indication that he might be wealthy (just eccentric)

· As always, Thénardier is in debt and is looking for a quick way out

· He overcharges JVj for services rendered

· JVj pays for the Thénardier to let Cosette pay 

· He leaves a coin in her shoe for Chirstmas

· Eventually JVj and Thénardier reach an agreement 

· Thénardier allows this stranger to take Cosette for 1500 francs

· Thus JVj “buys” her out of “slavery”

· Thénardier has second thoughts once they leave

· He follows them into the woods and eventually catches up with them

· He really wants more money

· Valjean produces a note, signed by Fantine that gives him the right to take Cosette

· He also tallies up what Fantine supposedly owed, including the amounts that Madeliene had sent to Thénardier and compares it against the 1500 francs JVj just gave Thénardier

· Thénardier has been adequately compensated 

· JVj and Cosette manage to escape Thénardier

· We find out later that Thénardier reports that Cosette was “kidnapped” to the police

· However, he has second thought about it due to his own problems with the law

· When the police come to investigate, Thénardier tells them Cosette’s grandfather came to take her to live with him

We find out in the next book that Valjean is approximately 55 and Cosette is about 8

