Book Four:
“The Old Gorbeau House” 
Valjean and Cosette take up residence in an old dilapidated house near the old quarter of the horse market in Paris.  The house has been converted into apartments—some two room, some one room.

JVj is approximately 55 years old

Cosette is approximately 8 years old

A parent/child relationship is formed between JVj and Cosette

The association with Cosette awakens feelings of fatherly love within him

She is the first person he has loved in twenty-five years

Hugo states, 

“ Something new was entering his soul.

Jean Valjean had never loved anything.  For twenty-five years he had been alone in the world. He had never been a father, lover, husband, or friend.  At the galleys, he was cross, sullen, abstinent, ignorant, and intractable.  The heart of the old convict was full of freshness.  His sister and her children had left his memory only a vague and distant impression, which had finally almost entirely vanished.  He had made every exertion to find them again, and not succeeding, had forgotten them.  Human nature is thus constituted.  The other tender emotions of this youth, if any such he had, were lost in an abyss.
When he saw Cosette, when had taken her, carried her away, and rescued her, he felt his heart moved.  All that he had of feeling and affection was aroused and vehemently attracted towards this child.  He would approach the bed where she slept and would tremble there with delight; he felt inward yearnings, like a mother, and knew not what they were; for it is something very incomprehensible and very sweet, this grand and strange emotion of a heart in its first love.” (436)

JVj teaches Cosette how to read and talks to her of Fantine, her mother

She calls him “father” and knows him by no other name

· The two seldom leave the house

· JVj has to teach Cosette how to be a child, not a servant

· He has the landlady cook, clean, and shop for them

· Why does he stay inside?

· JVj goes out walking sometimes in the evenings

· He is occasionally handed a coin by a passerby who take him to be a beggar

· He is dressed in rather threadbare clothes

· When this happens, he finds someone else who is actually a beggar to give the coin 

· He then becomes known on the street as “the beggar who gives alms”

· One night when he is giving alms to the beggars, one of the beggars looks up and he looks like Javert

· JVj is at first shocked and frightened, and then talks himself out of the recognition (442)

JVj eventually must ask the landlady to change a 1000 franc bill for him

When JVj is out sawing wood later in the day, the landlady has the opportunity to examine his coat

She finds the pockets are filled with a variety of things that could be called survival tools

Apparently she betrays JVj because another person takes up residence a few days later

This person seems to be watching JVj.

JVj recognized Javert

JVj becomes suspicious, waits until nightfall and leaves the building with Cosette

Guess who??   Javert
Element of suspense is introduced—will Javert capture Valjean again??

Book Five:
“A Dark Chase Needs a Silent Hound”

· Valjean and Cosette work their way through the streets of Paris

· We are told it is now 1827

· Valjean turns and dodges as often as possible 

· Valjean is attempting to elude his pursuers

· At one point he comes upon an open square and spots Javert with three other men

· His suspicions that they are chasing him have been confirmed.

· He eventually gets to a point where he is trapped and has no where to go

· He assesses the situation and decides to scale the wall

· The problem is Cosette

· He takes the rope from the gas light post and ties it around Cosette

· He then scales the wall and once he is on the top, he pulls Cosette up

· He lowers her to the ground and jumps to safety

· He is just in time to avoid the police

· Valjean has arrived at the Convent of the Petit Picpus

· He finds shelter there with Old Fauchelevent

· This is the old man who he saved from being crushed to death by the cart

· Fauchelevent recognizes him as Father Madeliene

· He has no idea what happened in Montrieul Su Mer with Madeliene

· This is a cloistered order

· No contact with the outside world

The narrator digresses a bit to explain how Javert had lost track of Valjean and why he is determined to capture him

After falling from the boat, Valjean had been pronounced dead and Javert forgot about him for a while.  However the name resurfaced when the Thénardiers caused a temporary stir with the report that Cosette, the daughter of Fantine, had been kidnapped.  Later, Thénardier thinks better of calling that much attention to himself and denies he ever made the charge. He claims the child’s “grandfather” had come for her.

· A few months later, Javert begins hearing things about a strange man and child who live in the Gorbeau house.

· Even when he sees Valjean, he isn’t at first convinced that it is the same man.

· When he finally makes sure it is Valjean, he pulls in several other police with whom he discusses the case in the broad light of the moon

· He loses Valjean because he thinks he has the whole area covered

· Therefore, he takes plenty of time

· It is as if he is making a game of poking into every open doorway and narrow alley

· Assumes that Valjean ultimately has no place to escape

· However, Valjean manages to escape into the garden of the convent

· When faced with the wall, Javert believes Valjean could have made the climb alone but not with a child

· The case now goes cold for another eight years.

