
Making Annotations: A User’s Guide  
 

As you work with your text, consider all of the ways that you can connect with what you are reading. Here are some 

suggestions that will help you with your annotations:  

When you annotate you should DO as many of these, and then some, as possible! 

 

1. Define words or slang; make the words real with examples from your experiences; explore why the author would 

have used a particular word or phrase.  Offer a synonym for multiple-meaning words.  

 

2. Make connections to other parts of the book. Feel free to use direct quotes from the book or explain the connection 

to the other part of the book, the make connections part!   USE EXAMPLES 

 

3. Make connections to other texts you have read or seen, including: THIS REMINDS ME OF… 

 o Movies 

 o Comic books/graphic novels 

 o News events 

 o Other books, stories, plays, songs, or poems 

 

4.  Draw a picture when a visual connection is appropriate. 

5.  Re-write, paraphrase, or summarize.  

6.  Make meaningful connections to your own life experiences. 

7.  Describe a new perspective you may now have.  

   The “OH, I GET IT, THAT’S WHAT HAPPENED…” 
8.  Offer an analysis or interpretation of what is happening in the text. What do you think the author was trying to tell 

you the reader through this passage:  BREAK IT DOWN. 

 

9.  Point out and discuss literary techniques that the author is using.  

SIMILE    (use like, as, than)  

METAPHOR    (no like, as, than)  

ONOMATOPOEIA   (SHHHH!, woof-woof)  

MOOD/TONE    (joyous/ full of glee; depressed /desperately wanting someone to see the despair)  

PERSONIFICATION   (The wind whistled, howled, and turned the car over!)  

HYPERBOLE    (This day will never end!) 

UNDERSTATEMENT  (1400 on the SAT, guess he is smart.) 

FORSHADOWING   (clues as to what will happen in the future)  

FLASHBACK    (scenes or memories or events from the past- relevant to the present) 

ALLITERATION  (She happily helped the homeless.) 

10. Explain the historical context or traditions/social customs that are used in the passage, if applicable. 
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